
Background of the Recipients: Philemon and Company

The people
The book of 

Philemon was written to 

Philemon, Apphia, 

Archippus, and to the 

church in Philemon's 

house. Judging from their 

names, they were gentile 

believers within a church 

of both Jews and Gentiles. 

Since Philemon's house 

was large enough to house 

the church there, he was 

probably an affluent 

businessman-- perhaps in 

the wool trade for which 

Colossae was known.

The Location
Archippus is 

mentioned in Colossians 

4:17 as being a church 

leader in the Collosse area, 

it is decently safe to 

assume that is where 

Philemon is also. Collossae 

was located in the Lycus 

valley around a 120 miles 

east of Ephesus in Asia 

Minor in the modern 

country of Turkey. It had 

been a major city in that 

area, but was perhaps on 

the slight decline as a 

major Roman road had 

been built to go through 

Laodicea (less than 15 

miles away) instead of 

Colossae.  

The Time
The book was most 

likely written during Paul's 

imprisonment in Rome 

while he was under house 

arrest (Acts 28). Although 

some have theorized in 

modern times that it was 

perhaps during the 

imprisonment in 

Caeaserea, or during an 

imprisonment in Ephesus, 

the weight of the available 

information points to his 

Roman imprisonment 

which took place around 

A.D. 62. Most likely the 

book of Colossians was 

written and delivered at 

this same time also.

The Setting
Since there was a 

mixture of Jews and 

Gentiles in Colossae Paul 

dealt with issues of false 

Greek philosophies and 

Jewish legalistic 

tendencies creeping into 

the church, as well as the 

deceitful pulls of a 

polytheistic pagan society 

when he wrote the book of 

Colossians. 

In the book of 

Philemon, Paul deals with 

the issue of forgiveness 

and love as played out 

between an estranged slave 

and his master. 

The purpose
The purpose of the 

book was the restoration of 

the relationship between 

Onesimus and Philemon. 

Onesimus had become 

estranged from his owner 

Philemon, and in the 

meantime had become a 

believer through 

encountering Paul. After 

the radical transformation 

of Onesimus' life, Paul 

sends him back to 

reconcile the wrongs that 

had occurred and unite this 

master and slave in their 

new role as brothers in 

Christ.


